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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 9599 

E. O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS PINT VS 

SUBJECT MANIPULATION OF THU AN THIEN CANDIDATE SLATES 

FOLLOWING MSG REC FROM AMCONSUL DANANG ON MAY 30 ACTION 
EMBASSY SAIGON REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO: 

CONFIDENTIAL DANANG 0597 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT VS 

SUB J : MANIPULATION OF THUA THIEN CANDIDATE SLATES 
REF: DANANG 469 

1. THE FOLLOWING REPORT FROM POLOFF HUE IS BASED ON INFORMATION 
PROVIDED IN CONVERSATION WITH HO VAN CUONG, DEPUTY PROVINCE CHIEF 
FOR ADMINISTRATION AND CHAIRMAN OF ELECTIONS IN THUA THIEN. IT 
SUPPLEMENTS AND UPDATES INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFTEL. 

2. CUONG HAS CAREFULLY SUPERVISED THE DETERMINATION OF CANDIDATE 
SLATES BY BOTH DISTRICT AND VILLAGE OFFICIALS OF THE DEMOCRACY 
PARTY ( DP) AND BY LEADERS OF OTHER PARTIES IN ORDER TO ASSURE 
THAT THE OLDER PARTIES WIN A SHARE OF VILLAGE COUNCIL SEATS 
PROPORTIONAL TO THEIR RESPECTIVE STRENGTHS PRIOR TO THE ADVENT 

OF THE DP. IN GUIDING THE OUTCOME OF THE ELECTIONS THROUGH SUCH 
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MANIPULATION OF THE SLATES, CURONG HOPES TO PROVIDE NEITHER AN 
EMBARRASSINGLY POOR SHOWING FOR THE DP NOR SUCH AN OVERWHELMING 
VICTORY AS WOULD NEEDLESSLY ALIENATE THE OPPOUITION AND COMPLETELY 
UNDERMINE NATIONALIST STRENGTH IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. AN EXAMPLE 
OF THE MANIPULATION OF SLATES IS IN THE RDV STRONGHOLD OF PHU 
THU AN VILLAGE, PHU VANG DISTRICT WHERE ONLY FOUR DP CANDIDATES 
ARE BEING AT, I .OWED TO RUN AND CUONG HOPES ONLY TWO WILL WIN. 

3. GREATER PART OF THE CANDIDATES WILL CARRY A HYPHENATED LABEL 
( E. G„ DAN CHU- DAI VIET), SO THAT THE RESULTS WILL ASSURE A DP 
MAJORITY WHILE LEAVING EVERYONE FREE TO ASSUME DIFFERENT INTER- 
PRETATIONS ABOUT ANY ONE CANDIDATE’ S VICTORY. CUONG EXPECTS ONLY 
ABOUT HALF OF THE SEATS WILL BE WON BY CANDIDATES WITH AT LEAST 
PARTLY A DP LABEL, WHILE THE REVOLUTIONARY DAI VIET ( RDV) PARTY, 
VIETNAM NATIONALIST PARTY ( VNQDD), AND AN QUANG CANDIDATES WILL 
DIVIDE THE REST. OF THOSE ELECTED WITH SOME DP IDENTIFICATION, 

CUONG ESTIMATES NO MORE THAN HALF WILL BE TRUE DP ADHERENTS. 

4. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH POLOFF HUE, LEADERS OF THE OTHER PARTIES 
SHOW NO DISCOURAGEMENT ABOUT THEIR CHANCES IN THE ELECTIONS NOR 
ARE THEY OVERWROUGHT BY THE PROMULGATION OF THE MINISTRY OF INTER- 
IOR ORDER DISSOLVING THEIR PARTIES UNDER DECREE LAW 060. ( REF 
DANANG 585). THE RDV, HOWEVER, HAS SUFFERED THE DISQUALIFICA- 
TION OF SEVERAL CANDIDATES BY THE LOCAL DP- CONTROLLED ELECTION 
COMMITTEES AND ITS SECRETARY- GENERAL HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED FROM 
HIS POSITION AS PROVINCE RD CADRE CHIEF. 

5. HUE POLOFF COMMENT: THE PROVINCE ADMINISTRATION IS NOT MASK- 
ING ITS ATTACK ON RDV DOMINANCE IN THUA THIEN AND THE RDV IS NOT 
HIDING ITS BITTERNESS AS A RESULT. HOWEVER, THE PRESSURE OF THE 
NEW FOOTHOLD OF THE DP IN THE RURAL COUNCILS AND THE CONSEQUENT 
MODIFICATION OF THE POLITICAL POWER STRUCTURE IN THUA THIEN IS 
BEING EASED BY CUONG' S POLITICALLY SENSIBLE EFFORTS TO MINIMIZE 
THE OTHER PARTIES' OPPOSITION TO THE ELECTIONS AND THEREBY 

TO AVOID COMPLETELY UNDERMINING NATIONALIST STRENGTH IN THE 

COUNTRYSIDE. END COMMENT. BROWN 

WHITEHOUSE 
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